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Goal: Conserve and Protect Tahoe Basin Wetland (SEZ) Desired Conditions and Functions

TRPA Regional Plan Update Goals and Policies for SEZ

(Includes updating TRPA SEZ program to include the four core EPA 

Wetland Program Elements)

SEZ Classification System:

Provides updated SEZ delineation criteria for identifying 

different wetland functions and types using existing data and 

classification systems

Status: Technical Report complete

Revise definitions for restoration, enhancement and creation:

Will distinguish different types of activities and allow for more effective 

EIP project prioritization and implementation  

Status: Included in 2017-2020 EPA Wetland Grant workplan, with 

ambient monitoring and basinwide restoration planning

SEZ Assessment:

Provides standardized approach for assessing the functional 

condition of  different wetland classes

Status:  California Rapid Assessment Method tested and 

applicability to Lake Tahoe Basin established.

Basin-wide SEZ Inventory and Map: 

Provides a map showing location, type and condition of basin 

wetlands for use in determining EIP SEZ restoration priorities and 

the status of SEZ threshold.

Status: Technical Report complete.  

Monitoring and 

Assessment

Needs:

1.SEZ Classification System

2.SEZ Assessment

3.Basin-wide SEZ Inventory 

Map

4.Definitions for Restoration, 

Enhancement, and Creation

Restoration and Protection

Needs:

1.SEZ Classification System

2.SEZ Assessment

3.Basin-wide SEZ  Inventory 

Map

4.Definitions for Restoration, 

Enhancement and Creation

Standards

Needs:

1.Definitions for Restoration, 

Enhancement and Creation

Regulation and Permitting

Needs:

1.SEZ Classification System

2.SEZ Assessment

3.Basin-wide SEZ Inventory 

Map

4.Definitions for Restoration 

Enhancement and Creation

Four Core EPA Wetland 

Program Elements

















Wetlands role in quality and health of Lake Tahoe

From: “ESTIMATED FSP LOAD REDUCTIONS OF SELECT STREAM 

RESTORATION PROJECTS IN THE UPPER TRUCKEE RIVER WATERSHED,” 

(FINAL REPORT, MARCH 2014; 2ND NATURE):



From: “ESTIMATED FSP LOAD REDUCTIONS OF SELECT STREAM RESTORATION 

PROJECTS IN THE UPPER TRUCKEE RIVER WATERSHED,” 

(FINAL REPORT, MARCH 2014; 2ND NATURE, cont’d):





From: “Lake Tahoe TMDL Program--2014 Synthesis of Findings & Program 

Adjustment Recommendation Memo 

(https://clarity.laketahoeinfo.org/FileResource/DisplayResource/12e9a056-6047-41e8-8e6a-8d32b04efefe):

RECOMMENDATION… NU.1 Establish a new TMDL Performance 

Measure (TMDL PM) to track and report floodplain restoration 

activities in a manner consistent with TRPA EIP Program reporting 

efforts.

“…restoring floodplain connectivity and geomorphic function in riverine systems 

can provide substantial FSP load reductions. Furthermore, effective stream and 

floodplain restoration projects that increase the frequency, duration and extent of 

floodplain flows can result in substantial and sustained FSP load reduction 

opportunities. 

TMDL Program Managers suggest elevating the importance of restoring and 

enhancing streams and associated floodplain areas by adding it as a TMDL 

Performance Measure (TMDL PM) using the existing EIP PM "Acres of SEZ 

Enhanced or Restored".”



From: “LAKE TAHOE INFO STORMWATER TOOLS” 

(https://stormwater.laketahoeinfo.org/)


