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In our professional lives as marine biologists, ecologists, oceanographers and other scientists who study coastal ecosystems including California’s, we have observed a decline in the overall health of the ocean and the collapse of many fisheries. The ocean is in crisis, and there is a critical need for more effective conservation of sensitive habitats, biodiversity, and populations of exploited species. We find marine reserves to be a highly effective but under-utilized tool for addressing these needs.

California’s Marine Life Protection Act calls for the creation of a science-based network of ocean protected areas with a core of marine reserves to protect sensitive sea life and habitats. Such a network can help restore the state’s ocean waters to health. Scientific studies of existing marine reserves have shown increased fish size, abundance, and productivity, as well as increased biodiversity and resilience. 

The science is clear.  It has never been more clear.  Those waiting for scientific consensus on this point should take note: the consensus is well established.

Marine reserves are effective within their boundaries:

· Reserves result in long lasting and often rapid increases in the abundance, diversity and productivity of fish and marine life.

· Reserves reduce mortality, habitat destruction and probability of extinction for marine species living within them, relative to fished areas.

Marine reserves are effective outside their boundaries:

· There is increasing evidence that reserves replenish populations locally, as studies have found that the size and abundance of exploited species increase in areas next to reserves.

Marine reserve networks are effective:

· Marine reserve networks provide greater protection for marine communities than a single marine reserve.

· An effective network needs to span large geographic distances to protect against catastrophes.

Therefore, we are joining together to communicate to all Californians:

· Reserves are a critical tool for protecting marine species and providing heritage protection to important habitats.

· Networks of marine reserves will be necessary for long-term fishery and conservation benefits.

· Current scientific evidence justifies the immediate implementation of marine reserves as a central ocean management tool.

· To meet goals for successful, productive fisheries and biodiversity conservation, reserves must cover a diversity of marine habitats.
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